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“The study of research utilization in decision making and 
policy implementation is so complex and multifaceted that 
the assumption that a single framework or theory can 
explain all its facets and effects is absurd”

Weible et al. (2012)



Framework for linking decisions to scientific knowledge 
through models of beliefs and values

Detlof von Winterfeldt PNAS 2013;110:14055-14061
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The mental shift
A “receptive policy maker”







A connected agenda



Green Deal
National Climate Laws and 
Frameworks
Cities, regions
Sectors, corporate



Complex policy realities require deep knowledge & systems perspective –
scientific and other expertise working together

Formal / informal role, mandate (evaluate, advise, facilitate)

When – “windows of opportunity” and continuous

Urgency – rapid response, solutions orientation - long-term effects

What / Who – determines “output”

Invest time, intertwined science-policy process – build trust

Communication and communicator (intermediaries)

Funding agencies play key role – securing broader impact



Thank you
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